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SAQO Conference
November 13 & 14, 2010

\

Keep these dates open for a
wonderful weekend in Guelph!
Application forms for teachers and
students are included in this
newsletter. You can also download
these application forms via the SAO
website.

The weekend's events will take place
at:

The Guelph Youth Music Centre
75 Cardigan St. Guelph,
NIH 377
The River Run Centre
35 Woolwich Street, Guelph
NIH 3V1

This year’s key note speakers are
Karl Paulnack and Carrie
Reuning-Hummel, who will,
throughout the day, discuss topics of
interest including the importance of
music education and working with
parents.

More information on the Guelph SAO

Conference, page 10-11

Message from the Chair
Dear Colleagues,

I am writing this on the plane as I
return from the SAA conference in
Minneapolis. As always, it was inspiring,
thought-provoking, interesting, lots of
fun and, I must confess, at times
exhausting! So much to absorb in so
little time!

The conference was a very
important one for the SAO as we
were officially presented with our
Chapter Affiliation certificate at the
Saturday morning AGM. Ellen
Berry gave a lovely introduction to
our organization at the meeting. All
of the SAO members present were
asked to stand, and were acknowledged
with applause from our fellow SAA
members. That evening, the SAA
Board presented a Meet and Greet
session with members of other
North and South American chapters.
About 50 people attended. We were
all asked to introduce ourselves, and
tell of our greatest success and
challenge as an organization for the
past year.

Many chapters spoke of various
concerts, festivals, group graduations,
fund-raising and outreach activities as
their successes. Most of the South
American chapters described how
they were able to bring in more
trainers and instruments, hold
festivals, which are their equivalent
of institutes, and build both their teacher and
student numbers. Many North American
chapters reported Board restructuring and

development, organizing large events, and
reaching out to new teachers as their
challenges.

I believe that this closer association
with the SAA and other chapters will
provide us with the support, expertise
and connections which will help us
continue to grow and develop as an
organization.

I wish you all a wonderful summer,
and look forward to seeing you at the
Guelph conference in November.
Warm regards,

Vicki

SAO Members Shine as
Leaders at the 2010 SAA
Conference in Minneapolis

By Margot Jewell,
Violin co-ordinator

This year’s theme of teamwork was
effectively demonstrated in many
aspects of the 2010 SAA conference.
The focus was on chamber music,
which arguably requires more
awareness of teamwork than any
other kind of music making. Susan
Gagnon admirably co-ordinated this
large part of the conference. Pierre
Gagnon, Paule Barsalou, David
Evenchick, David Gerry, Vicki
Blechta, and Gail Lange acted as
coaches for some of the student
groups.

In the violin area, which I
co-ordinated, we saw teamwork
demonstrated in the pairing of
clinicians for the master classes.

SAO Members Shine con’t on P. 4

The SAO was officially recognized by the SAA as a Chapter Affiliate at the
SAA Minneapolis Conference, May 28-31 2010. Congratulations SAO!
Visit Our Web Site: WWW.SUZUKIONTARIO.ORG
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NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
September 1st 2010

SAO newsletter is published quarterly - subsequent
deadlines are: Sept. 1st, Dec. 1st 2010 and March 1st,
2011.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Summer Institutes
Thames Valley Suzuki School,

London, ON

« Every Child Can! Sunday June 27,

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Teacher Trainer: Dorothy Jones

 Suzuki Early Childhood Education:

Prenatal & Baby Years, Stage 1: June 28 - July 2,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Teacher Trainer: Dorothy Jones

Prenatal & Baby Years, Stage 2 June 30- July 4.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Teacher Trainer: Dorothy Jones

* Stages 3 and 4, contact Sharon Jones

Contact: Sharon Jones (519) 657-7671
tvs@sympatico.ca

Great Lakes Suzuki Flute and
Recorder Institute

McMaster University, Hamilton, ON

o Flute Book 1, July 3-10, Kelly Williamson

 Flute Book 2, July 6-10, Kim Lorimier,

 Flute Book 7, July 6-10, t.b.a

« Flute Book 12, July 6-10, David Gerry

« Flute Practicum, July 6-10, David Gerry,

» Recorder Book 1, July 3-10, Mary Halverson Waldo,
« Recorder Book 3 July 6-10, Mary Halverson Waldo,

Contact David Gerry

(905) 525-9549, dgerry@nas.net

www.davidgerrv.ca, http://www.davidgerry.ca
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Southwestern Ontario Suzuki Institute

Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo ON
« Every Child Can!™ (all instruments)
Saturday, August 14

Trainer: Kathleen Spring (CO)

« Violin Unit 1

Sunday, August 15 to Sunday, August 22
Trainer: Kathleen Spring (CO)

« Violin Unit 2

Saturday, August 14 to Wednesday, August 18
Trainer: Karen M. Kimmett (ON)

« Violin Unit 3

Wednesday, August 18 to Sunday, August 22
Trainer: Karen M. Kimmett (ON)

« Violin Unit 4

Sunday, August 15 to Friday, August 20
Trainer: Edmund Sprunger (MO)

 Cello Unit 2

Sunday, August 15 to Friday, August 20
Trainer: Catherine Walker (QC)

« Piano Unit 1

Sunday, August 15 to Sunday, August 22
Trainer: Caroline Fraser (Peru)

« Harp Unit 2

Sunday, August 15 to Friday, August 20
Trainer: Delaine Fedson (TX)

Contact: Ellen Berry 519-658-4205

email: sosipiano@artset.net

website: www.mysosi.ca, http:/www.mysosi.ca

In This Issue

P.1 Message from the Chair

P.1 SAO Members Shine

P.4 2010 SAA Conference Experiences

P.6 Get Psyched for SOSTI!

P.7 Students Column

P.9 Cantos Music Foundation

P.9 SAO Conference 2010-All things piano
P.10-11 2010 SAO Conference information
P.12 Parent Column

P.13 Composers’ Secret Revealed

P.14 Area Representatives Reports

P.15 Harp Report

P.16 NYSSM Renews Its Governance Procedures
P.18 NYSSM Piano Teachers Forum In May
P.18 New Piano Suzuki Book 4 to 7

P.19 Teacher Training Column

Inserts

SAO Conference 2010 registration forms for teacher and
students

SAO Conference 2010 information sheets on student
program and teacher conference schedule
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Royal Conservatory of Music
TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning
273 Bloor Street West, Toronto
Contact: Suzuki Gagnon
sgagnon@mac.com or www.rcmusic.ca
Violin Unit 1: March 6th, 27th, April 3rd, 10th, May 15th
Cello Unit 1: March 6th, 27th, April 3rd, 10th, May 15th
Violin Unit 7: October 17th, 31st, and November 21st
Cello Practicum: October 17th, 31st and November 28th
Violin Unit 8: January 9th, 30th, Feb. 13th
Cello Unit 5: January 9th, 30th, Feb. 13th
Note - Units 7 and 8 will be team taught by Paule Barsalou
and Karen M. Kimmett

Second Deirdre Reynolds Memorial
Fundraising Concert

by Liz Johnston

The Second Deirdre Reynolds Memorial Fundraising
Concert organisers invite all Suzuki students from the
Greater Toronto Area who have attended at least two
summer institutes to come and play in this event as a
way of inspiring more students to participate in future
institutes.

The concert will be held on the afternoon of Sunday
Oct. 3rd (exact time to be determined) at Lawrence
Park Community Church, located at 2180 Bayview
Ave., just south of Lawrence. Contact Liz Johnston

liszfiddle@gmail.com before July 15.

Quotes from Edward Kreitman’s new book
Teaching With an Open Heart:

“In order for our practice to be successful, we must
practice the skill WHEN we get it right, not UNTIL we
get it right.

“When a performer is in love with her sound,
something magical happens, regardless of the piece she
is playing. There is a special connection, a way of
finding that individual player’s voice through the
instrument that communicates her thoughts. feelings, and
intention about the music she is paying.*

SWAP & SHOP

Modern violin full-size instrument labeled
"Anton Lorenz - Mittenwald"
Please contact Sara Froese 519.432.4382

sara@openhouseartscollective.com
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SAO Members Shine con’t from P.1
The conference team was expanded with the addition of
thirty-five violinists who willingly and happily helped
out at each violin session with various hosting
responsibilities. Many thanks to SAO members Zachary
Ebin, Julia McFarlane and Wendy Seravalle Smith who
were part of this team! With all of this enthusiastic help,
the little problems that arose were quickly solved and
the session ran smoothly. In order to give the
membership a broad perspective on the violin sessions,
seven people have contributed their reviews of each
session towards an article. Watch for this summary of
what we learned in the next American Suzuki Journal.

A special effort was made at this conference to better
represent our younger members. A number of young
people were chosen as master class clinicians; the
Claremont Trio (chamber music) Allegra Wermuth
(violin), Amy Sue Barston (cello), Adam Kossler
(guitar), Angels Willis (harp), Hikari Nakamura (piano)
and SAO member Sara Traficante (flute). There was
also an effort to include sessions that would be of
interest to younger members. This vision seems to have
been successful as many young teachers were present.
SAO member and organizer of the November SAO
conference, Laura Nerenberg, attended with her young
baby. In fact there were so many babies in attendance
that a special photo was taken of them all in front of the
giant Panda bear made out of black and white balloons!

The emphasis on teamwork resulted in many of the
sessions being presented by panels. SAO members
including Gail Lange, Ellen Berry, David Evenchick,
Kelly Williamson, Sharon Jones, and Dorothy Jones
presented a number of sessions. There was also an
emphasis on the Suzuki Early Childhood Education, led
by Dorothy and Sharon Jones.

The International Ensembles concert featured violin and
cello ensembles from Chicago and was coordinated by SAO
member May Ing. The cello ensemble, Cellissimo, was
trained and led by SAO member Sally Gross.

Congratulations to the Ontario students who were
chosen to participate in the conference as members of
ensembles or the Suzuki Association Youth orchestras.
Vanessa Vari who a number of years ago worked at the
Guelph and Etobicoke Suzuki schools, was very busy
co-ordinating the orchestras.

Certainly a highlight of the weekend was the moment
when the SAO was recognized as an affiliate of the
SAA. SAA board member Ellen Berry officially
welcomed Vicki Blechta at the SAA meeting, and all
the SAO members present were recognized and
applauded. A proud memory for us all!

We are truly blessed with a membership that is full of
vision and true to Dr Suzuki’s commitment to “new

SUZUKI ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO  J¥SUMMER EDITION 3¢
© SUZUKI TALENT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO

ideas!” The sharing of wisdom by our many presenters
inspired the conference participants. We returned home
with an increased enthusiasm for our calling as well as,
many practical ideas that we can start to implement in
our studios. This conference is always a guaranteed
biennial “pick up!”

2010 SAA Conierence Experiences

14t Biennial Conference of the Suzuki
Association of the Americas May 27 — 31, 2010

Teamwork
by Gail Lange

It is impossible to count the memorable moments of
the 2010 SAA Conference in Minneapolis; Ontario was
well represented from many corners of our province.

The theme of the Conference was ‘“Teamwork”, a
most appropriate focus for our Association at this time
in the world. The organizers led the participants on a
path throughout the Conference to appreciate the value
of working together — an admirable motto for Suzuki
teachers. The Conference booklet quoted Dr. Suzuki,
who wrote in Where Love is Deep: “How fortunate it is
that we have challenging lives in which we are walking
together holding hands.”

For the SAO the most memorable moment occurred
when Vicki Blechta received the certificate awarding
our Association Chapter status in the SAA with all the
privileges entailed in this special connection. It was a
proud moment for SAO members to realize this goal: to
make Ontario the first Canadian province to become a
Chapter. I commend Vicki and the SAO Board for
carrying this project forward.

A former Chair of SAO and of SAA, Dorothy Jones,
received a wonderful surprise at this Conference: SAA
awarded Dorothy a Creating Learning Community
award for her visionary contributions to the Suzuki
movement since the early 70s. Daughter Sharon
expressed a heartfelt tribute to her mother before
another surprise arrived for Dorothy: the unexpected
appearance of her husband Don and Sharon’s daughter,
Claire, who had flown from London for the occasion.
Congratulations from all SAO members, Dorothy.

Another surprised and very worthy recipient of a
CLC award for this Conference was Pam Brasch, CEO
of the SAA.

As a piano teacher I will mention a few highlights
relative to piano and also to Ontarians involved in
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Conference events. Of the five piano students selected
by audition to perform in a Master Class one student
was from Guelph: Kelly Dong had a lesson with Doris
Koppelman on Chopin’s “Nocturne in f minor, Op. 55,
No. 1.”

Piano teacher, Ellen Berry, presented a session: “Are
You Really Listening?”  Developing our Students’
Musical Taste”. Ellen challenged the audience to
evaluate four recordings of selections from the new
Suzuki piano repertoire. Ellen’s session examined the
process of listening and how to guide students’
perception of music as they grow and mature beyond
Suzuki Piano School Volume 3.

Other specifically ‘piano’ topics included an
“Overview of Piano Techniques”, “Teaching Lessons
and Techniques to 3-5-year-old Suzuki Piano Students,
and a session on Piano Group Classes by Caroline
Fraser.

Conference attendees were treated to two outstanding
keynote addresses. Robert A. Duke, a veteran guest of
SAA Conferences, presented a session: “How Children
Learn...and How They Don’t” on the Friday, and on the
Sunday, Daniel Coyle, author of The Talent Code, and a
Suzuki parent, outlined the inspiration for this best-
selling volume. A great admirer of the Suzuki
movement, Daniel Coyle referred to the young Shinichi
Suzuki’s defining moment when he heard Misha
Elman’s recording of “Ave Maria” as an “identity level
moment” in Suzuki’s life. ~We Suzuki teachers are
motivated by our mutual belief in the work of Dr.
Suzuki - the Suzuki method. Daniel Coyle referred to
this as an identity linkage — one of the important factors
in the motivation to pursue a passion. Suzuki teachers
are linked together in this passion to help children learn
to express themselves through music.

A Mini-Keynote was presented by Carrie Reuning,
who will be one of the Guest Speakers at our SAO
Conference in November, 2010. Her topic was
‘Teamwork:Embracing Paradox’. As part of her
research on communication she has analyzed many
‘teams’ that exist in different domains in the world
today. Some individuals are part of a team without
knowing how to work on a team. It is her wish that
Suzuki teachers see themselves as a functional team;
they have interest in their product. We Suzuki teachers
work within a structure and share our ideas so we can
reach out to a wider world.

Our inspiration continued through to the final hour of
the Conference when Chair-elect Dr. Mark George gave
the closing address. Mark challenged all of us to be
‘owners’ of the SAA, defining SAA as a vehicle or
network for ideas. If we develop an ‘owners’ mentality
it will be natural to invest in our organization
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wholeheartedly. Mark contends that the “owners of the
SAA identify with a cause greater than simple self
interest”. In a spirit of collaboration SAA members
should be unceasing in their belief that they CAN
change the world. By helping parents realize the
potential of their children, the world can be a better
place. We all remember the famous quotation by Pablo
Casals when he heard the concert of 400 Suzuki
students in Tokyo in 1961: “...perhaps it is music that
will save the world”. It is up to us to strive to make this
wish a reality.

Having attended all 14 of these Conferences, 1 do
believe this was one of the best!

Report On The SAA
Minneapolis 2010 Conference

by Ellen Berry

As I am flying back to Ontario after an exciting trip
to Minneapolis for the SAA 2010 Conference, I reflect
on my experiences and the thoughts, feelings, and new
ideas I am bringing back with me. The theme of this
year’s conference was “Teamwork”, and it permeated
every activity at the conference. For pianists, who tend
to work and play independently, the conference
highlighted ways to collaborate not only with other
pianists but also other instrumentalists.

A feature of this year’s conference was the chamber
music program which also included pianists. For
example, Gail Lange coached the pianist of the
Mendelssohn Quartet. They worked together on
securing the rhythm in a few places where the piano
part featured irregular groups, on dynamic contrast,
clearer pedalling, and refining the articulation. At the
same time, the string students were receiving coaching
from Paule Barsalou and David Evenchick. The quartet
reconvened, and the three coaches worked together to
hone the ensemble. Gail and Marilyn Andersen, from
Chicago, together presented an interesting session on
dealing with the piano student’s ‘growing hand’. What
technical issues do piano teachers need to address as a
student’s hand changes in size, strength, and dexterity?
Using DVD clips of students from their own studios,
Gail and Marilyn demonstrated both the problems and
specific solutions for each issue.

Carrie Reuning-Hummel presented an interesting
keynote address entitled “Teamwork: Embracing
Paradox”. Although today’s society values teamwork
and the creativity and innovation it fosters, many teams
are quite dysfunctional. For a university project, Carrie
described how she took a string quartet to various
businesses to show them how to work in a ‘leaderless’
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team. It was easy to demonstrate the musical results
when one quartet member didn’t want to be part of the
group, another did all the work of the entire team, and
third didn’t know who was even in the quartet!

The conference also included an address by Robert
Duke, who had spoken at our recent SAO conference in
Ottawa, another entertaining and thought-provoking
keynote by Daniel Coyle (author of the The Talent
Code), many sessions presented by Suzuki teachers, and
fabulous student concerts. An informal buffet breakfast,
luncheons for institute directors or teacher trainers, a
buffet supper, and an evening banquet provided great
opportunities to meet other Suzuki teachers from
Canada, the United States, and Latin America. Our own
Dorothy Jones, a past Chair of the SAO, received a
“Creating Learning Community Award” during the
banquet. A PowerPoint presentation detailed her hard
work over many years to fulfill Dr. Suzuki’s vision for
the children of the world. It was a truly moving tribute
to one of the major leaders of the Suzuki movement.

I left after the conference with a renewed inspiration
to seek out new ways to improve my teaching and to
collaborate with other teachers. It was thrilling to be
part of such a large group of caring, highly-skilled
musician-leaders in the Americas — people who
continue their life-long learning for the benefit of
children.

Get Psyched for SOSI!

by Nena LaMarre, Piano Representative

I am often asked how I manage to convince so many
families in the Studio to attend a summer Institute. As
in most things, this has been a gradual process that has
developed over the years. It developed one family at a
time, each one influencing the next.

When [ think back to my own initiation into the
world of the Suzuki Institute, I remember two
influences. Every week I would see the latest brochures
displayed at my daughter’s violin teacher’s studio. This
is the first thing that piqued my interest.

The other major factor was a friend in the studio
whose daughter was a couple of years ahead of mine,
who attended faithfully every year. It wasn’t long
before we were heading to Toronto for our first
experience, together with these friends. What a fun and
inspiring week we had.

When we moved to Barrie and I began my Suzuki
piano studio, naturally I wanted the same experience for
my own students. By that time I had three of my own
children that were attending Institute, studying violin
and piano, while I did Teacher Training. It was a busy
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time! My own children were a part of my piano studio
and it wasn’t long before we had another family joining
us for the week. We travelled there together; stopping
for a picnic and various adventures on the way, and
continue to do so many years later. Instead of my
children, who are now adults, I have a caravan of
families from my studio following each other in a small
convoy through the back roads to Waterloo. The
original family we started travelling with now have one
sixteen-year-old still happily attending and helping to
mentor the little ones.

Over the years this original first family has
influenced subsequent families. We all attend the same
program, the Southwestern Ontario Suzuki Institute,
which makes it easy to co-ordinate activities and also
makes for many shared memories in the Studio. Some
families share accommodations every year. They all
share the excitement of being together in one place,
immersed in the rich musical environment that only a
summer Institute can provide. It is a unique experience.

I keep SOSI in front of my families all year in
various ways. | encourage all families to write a report
on their experience, children as well as adults, and the
parents give a verbal account at the Parent Meeting in
September. You might have seen three of the written
reports in the previous SAO newsletter. There are
always lots of pictures to share as well and I put my
scrap-booking hobby to good use with them. Every
June I put the scrapbook out for families to see the
pictures from previous years.

Last year one of the new families generously donated
their home and pool for the beginning of a new Studio
tradition. We have entitled it “Get Psyched For SOSI”.
It consists of a pool party and bar-b-que for all the
families attending camp this summer. It’s held on the
last day of school and last year was a tremendous
success. There is swimming and eating and then a little
time of sharing and preparing for the upcoming
Institute. I have a handout that I distribute that gives
tips on what to bring and how to make the best of your
time there.

Get psyched! Hope to see you there.

Quote from Calvin Coolidge

“Nothing in this world can take the place of
persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common
than unsuccessful people with talent. Genius will not;
unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will
not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence
and determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan
"press on" has solved and always will solve the
problems of the human race”
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Students’ Column

Playing In The Suzuki Youth Orchestra
of the Americas

Sophie Henke-Tarnow and San Rim playing in the
Suzuki Youth Orchestra of the Americas

by Sophie Henke-Tarnow

It all began with a taped audition for the Suzuki
Youth Orchestra of the Americas which would perform
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, during the Suzuki
Association of the Americas’ 14" biennial Conference.
I recorded so many takes of the piece I was supposed to
audition with, because none of the takes were quite
perfect. Finally, the last take was the one I submitted.

When I received an e-mail from the Conference
committee saying that I made it, I was overjoyed! I
worked hard on preparing the music that we were going
to play and I couldn’t wait to hear how the pieces
would sound with the entire orchestra.

When I arrived in Minneapolis, I found out that there
were almost 1000 people coming to the conference. At
the first rehearsal, when we played our first piece, the
conductor, Marilyn Kesler, was very pleased with how
well we sounded. After our first rehearsal, she told us
that we already sounded so good that we could even
play for the President of the United States, if we had to.

The best thing about being in the orchestra was
finding out how our pieces sounded as a group. We
worked like professional musicians. One time we had a
four hour rehearsal straight. Our conductor only worked
in fine detail. By the final concert we sounded like a
professional orchestra. The pieces that were chosen
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suited the orchestra very well, such as “Dances of
Transylvania” by Bela Bartok. It was so great meeting
other Suzuki musicians from all over the Americas. |
wish I could go again next time.

I would like to thank the Suzuki Association of
Ontario for giving me a scholarship to play with the
Suzuki Youth Orchestra of the Americas. I would also
like to thank my teacher, Susan Gagnon, for helping me
to become successful. Many thanks also to the generous
family who donated air miles for our trip.

By San Rim

I had a great time at the 14th Biennial SAA
conference. One of the things I liked the most was the
fact that we were kids and we were playing
professional music like that of the BSO. I was really
disappointed when I first got the music 'cause it just did
not sound good but when I came to the conference and
played the music with the orchestra it sounded ready to
perform the first time we ran it through! I also was
really impressed with how much everybody practiced
and at how much everybody was experienced in
keeping everything together! Also during my free time I
had a lot of fun going around with my friends and
eating out with them. I think comparing this time to the
last time I came (2008, and I am 10) it was a lot better;
the music (I am not saying that it was bad 2 years ago),
the concerts, the free time, basically everything was
way better. I had a lot of fun and would like to thank
my teacher for getting me in! And thank you for letting
me in and having a great time!

My experience at the 2010 SAA Conference
in Minneapolis

by Omer Strumpf

This was my first year participating in the SAA
conference and I wish we would have the opportunity
to do it again at the next conference.

My impression was that the organizers put a lot of
thought and effort into putting this conference together
and the outcome was a huge success! Great master class
clinicians were recruited; wide varieties of interesting
concerts; days packed with activities....the convenience
of everything taking place at a single premise that seemed
to be in the perfect location. It was great to see so many
friendly musicians in one place.

We came as a quartet and being there together for a
week drew us closer together, we got to know each
other better and the outcome was being able to play
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better together. Performing in Orchestra Hall, which
was also conveniently located right next door, was a
great experience.

I would like to close by thanking the Suzuki Association
of Ontario for providing scholarships that helped people
participate and the Conference committee for investing so
much in making this a great experience. I would like to
especially thank my teacher and our quartet coach,
Susan Gagnon, who worked extra hard to provide us
with this experience.

Thank you all.

My Experience in the Suzuki Youth
Orchestra of the Americas

by Sarah Hutchings

It was two days before my big trip to Minneapolis, to
play in the big orchestra. I was so excited that I just
wanted to hop on the plane right now and enjoy my
trip! After all, I had a lot of shopping and fun to plan.
But then again I have a lot of packing to do. Finally
only one more day until I fly off and play with the
orchestra. Although I haven’t gone yet tonight I am
staying in a hotel in Buffalo so we don’t have to wake
up so early in the morning to catch our flight. I know
that I am going to have an awesome time in
Minneapolis.

Next day we had to go for our flight so we packed up
our stuff and went to the airport. The flight was initially
delayed 15 minutes but had mechanical problems and
was delayed 4 '2 hours and then when we got to
Chicago we had to rush to our plane so we could get to
Minneapolis. When we got there it was 5:00 PM so we
then we took a train and bus to the Hilton. Then we
dropped our stuff and ran to Claire Givens Violins to
pick up a cello. By the time we got back to the
conference, it was five to six — so we made it just in
time for the first rehearsal. After that we relaxed in our
room. It was the next day and our orchestra was
sounding great! We really sounded like a team. We had
rehearsals and talks. We went to the pool and I met
some new friends, had lunch and dinner. I had chips and
salsa, daddy had a burrito. As usual we had early
morning and afternoon rehearsals. Everyday we took
walks on the skyway — elevated indoor corridors linking
the downtown buildings.

After rehearsals, we looked around downtown for gift
shops. We went to the Mall of America — a huge mall
with an amusement park in the middle! When we came
back we had an open rehearsal so anyone could come
and hear us play. After that we went to Jimmy John’s
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for dinner and I got a sub. Then we went and attended
some master classes. And we went swimming. Already
today was the big concert. We had a dress rehearsal and
we were awesome at working together and becoming an
orchestra. It went really well until we found out that we
weren’t playing the “Sinfonia in G-dur” by Albinoni. [
wasn’t happy about that but we could play it if we got
and encore at the concert, which was fine by me.
Finally at 4:30 PM, it was time. I already got my
certificate and had pictures taken before then. We
watched the flutes and the junior orchestra
performances. Fantastic! Then we came next. We
played beautifully and got an encore, so then we played
Sinfonia! It was awesome! Everyone got chocolates.
Unfortunately our last day in Minneapolis came, so
we went to the Mississippi river. It was so cool. We got
to see everything! Then we went to a gift shop to buy
some more gifts and checked out. We left the hotel and
went by train to the airport. When we got to the airport
our plane was on time and I got a gift for myself.
When we arrived in Chicago, many flights were
cancelled and ours was really delayed due to bad
weather. Hours later at the airport the flight attendant
asked 5 people to get off the plane. They put us in a
new hotel. It was very nice but we only got 3 hours
sleep. So we had to really rest. It was morning and at
4:50 AM we woke up and got a shuttle to the airport.
We got first class seats and it was great. We arrived
home at about 11:00 AM.
I personally had the best trip ever in Minneapolis and
I want to go to the conference again.
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